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yours of the 25th of Fuly, That the Behaviour of our Fa- 


Find by | 
culty of Advocates haz made no mall Noiſe above, and if you de: 1 
A lieve the Fact, I muſt ſay your Cenſure is very modeſt; for were the | 
Circumſtances ſuch as I find they are repreſented to you, I think no Cen- 


ſure too high, nor Puniſhment too ſever.  - _. br Fo 
But I perſwade my ſelf, before this comes to your Hands you are ſa- 


_ fisfy'd, that Affair is very far ſhort of What it is ſaid to be. ee | 
. You are pleas'd to tell me (and I find it fo by ſome Papers Sick ay 8 . 
about of this Occaſion) that ſome People here are encourag d to ſuch Jr- 


regularities bythe Opinions or Imaginations they have either form'd to 
themſelves or taken from theſe Authors and their Abetters, that Things 
of that kind are ſuitable to the Complexion of ſome, great Men in 
Power. e e „ 
la the firſt place, Sir, give me Leave to tell you, that we cannot here 
comprehend what ſome People with you mean by theſe. Jealouſies they 
ſpread abroad, touching theſe great Men in Power at preſent; we 
have been told (and I think we have ſeen too plain Proofs of it) that the 
Queen was very much cramp'd by a late. Adminiſtration, . and had: been 
p more ſo, if ſhe b not been reſcu'd by ſome t now in Power, 
| ho with ag uncommon Courage and Reſolution, have ſtruggled thorough 
a Torrent of Difficulties, and have very generouſly attempted to reſtore a 
ruin'd, Credit, and to repair a very tottering State of Affairs; and it will 
not be an eaſy Work. to perſwade us here that theſe very Gentlemen , 
(ſome. of whom. have during their former Adminiſtration given rar. 
ble Proofs of tlieit Contempt of Money) will entertain ox allow N 
to the Prejudice of theſe Intereſts, for retrieving of which they have 
made ſo bold and effectual a Stroak _. DEL Wold 
But in the next place Sir, of all the People in the, orld, we Getitle= | 
men at, the Bar are leaſt concern d or ĩatereſſed in ſfudyitiy the Rumors 
of Statelmen; our Education is foreign to Stato Affairs; the Practice We 2 
get qun Bread by is out of that Road, and generally ſpeaking, we accal- ; 


together indifferent what Set of Men are at re Hala, Onr Jude? are, 
the Miniſtry, whoſe Favour we court, there alone we ply our laterelt ; if 
they are well or ill diſpos d towards the State, we are generally 


their Folfowets and Flatterers, if not Proſelyter to their Maxims: * 
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Theſe, Sir, are our Circumſtances, and under theſe I ſhall new you 
(with no ſmall Regret) what Temptations we lie under, to undutiful 
Practices againſt the Government without waiting any Signal from the 

This I ſhall lay before you by an Inſtance or two, of the Behaviour of 
one of our Judges, who is both a Loxd of Seſſion and a Lord of Juſticia- 
ry, Which in plain Engliſh, Is Judge of our Lives and Fortunes. 

This Judge in his late Circuit, whilſt ſitting in Judgment in the Town 

of Stirlin, in Preſence of Tone Hundereds of People of all Ranks, took 
the Freedom to juſtify and applaud the open Rebellion of Bot hwel- Bridge 
in theſe Words; That it was. noble and laudable Action, and that thoſe 
who were in Arms againſt King Charles the Second at Bothwel-Bridge, were 
doing good Service to their Country, and deſerved Thanks for that good Ser- 
Vice. I | | 
Theſe, Sir, were that Judge's Words, and it will in no ſort leſſen or 
juſtify the Thing, That theſe, Rebels are indemnify'd by Acts of Parlia- 
meat or other Indemnities; for we daily ſee Inſtances of gracious ladem- 

nities, both by Parliament and otherways, for Treaſon, Theft, &c. which 
neither juſtify the Guilt, nor allows private Men to applaud it, and far 
leſs Judges. | . 5 5 XR 

Now, Sir, I leave you to judge what we Barriſters are to do, whoſe 
Bread in a great Meaſure depends upon the Favour of ſuch Men, when 
we ſee them declaiming from the Bench ia Behalf of an open Rebellion, 
condemn'd as ſuch by our ſtanding Lacs. 

And what Principles and Maxims this muſt diffuſe amongſt the Multi- 
tude who were then preſent, and lookt upon this Judge as the Oracle of 
the Law, and cloath'd with Power over their Lives and Fortunes. . 
Pleaſe Sir, obſerve, this was not under the preſent Adminiſtration, it 
was about two Years ago, and perhaps the preſent Adminiſtration may 
think it proper in due Time to take Notice of it. 

1 have given you an Inſtance of this Gentleman's Maxims as to Civil 
Government, I ſhall give you another of-his Juſtice in another Circuit, 
where a Jury brought in their Verdict of an Epiſcopal Miniſter, Nor 
Guilty; this Verdict was laid before that Judge, and the Members of the 
Jury were ſeparated ; but the Judge ina very unuſual manner, cauſed 
them again to incloſe and bring him in Guilty. I am told a Complaint of 
this is to be laid before her Majeſty. Si | 
And finceI am upon this Subject, I ſhall conclude with an Inſtance of 
bis Doctrine in the Caſe of Mr. Greenſhields, where he ſaid from the 
Bench, That the Biſhops of Scotland being at the Revolution exauctorate by 
the State from their politic Capacity, were no more capable to ordain 4 Mini- 
ſter, than a Ballard Cryer from the Street was capable to do it. 

My Vouchers for the Facts are as follows: The whole Body of the 
People in the County and Town of Sterlin, were Witneſſes to the Firſt ; 
theſe in the Northern Shires to the Second; and the whole Bench of Seſ- 
ſion and the Advecates to the Third. 5 
I do not give you theſe Inſtances to vindicate or explain to you what 
Authority encourag'd our Fraternity to that Piece of Miſdemeanor you 
mention, ſeeing the whole material Circumſtances of the Relation, as you 
have it, are falſe; my chief Aim in this, is to ſhew you, that we in this 
remote Corner have now and then a Taſte of the cunning Art of a tur- 
bulent Set of People, who contrive Facts, and wrongfully place the Au- 
thority of bad Actions upon innocent Cauſes. 3 5 

I deſire likewiſe you may obſerve from this, what Temptations we lie 
under: This Age is too fruitful of rebellious Maxims. It's the chief 
Care of a Government to ſecure it ſelf againſt them; otherwiſe no 
Sovereign can be ſafe, no Miniſtry eaſy : And if theſe Maxims are preach'd 
by Judges from the Bench, it may prove with the Multitude, an Invita- 
tion to rebel by Authority. | : * et AO 
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